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SEMITOOL CEO TO SPEAK AT UM
MISSOULA -
Raymon Thompson, founder and CEO of Semitool Inc., will give the 2007 Harold and 
Priscilla Gilkey Executive Lecture at The University of Montana on Wednesday, April 18.
He will speak at 5:30 p.m. in Gallagher Business Building Room 106. The event is free 
and open to the public.
Semitool, a Nasdaq company headquartered in Kalispell, was founded by Thompson in 
1979. Since then the company, a leading designer and manufacturer of semiconductor 
equipment, has contributed more than $2.1 billion to the economy of northwest Montana.
Thompson’s legacy in design and manufacturing began in 1962 when he worked as a 
draftsman for the Saturn 5 Apollo project at Douglas Aircraft. He now holds numerous 
patents, including the first on-axis rinser dryer for the semiconductor industry. Thompson 
began producing the rinser dryer batch processor while incorporating a company named 
Veratec in Southern California.
In 1979 that small company of 10 employees -  now Semitool -  relocated with 
Thompson to Kalispell, his hometown. Today Semitool employs more than 1,300 people 
worldwide. In fiscal year 2006, company revenues were more than $240 million.
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Thompson received a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from West Coast 
University in Orange, Calif., and was awarded an honorary doctorate in business 
administration from UM in 2003.
He was the 1983 Montana Chamber of Commerce Small Businessman of the Year and 
1992 Montana Entrepreneur of the Year. He received the Montana Small Business 
Administration Entrepreneurial Success Award in 1998 and was named Montana Ambassador 
of the Year in 2006.
The Harold and Priscilla Gilkey Executive Lecture Series was established in 2004 by 
the Gilkeys, both 1962 UM graduates, to enrich business education at the University.
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